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What IS Envwonméntal
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or' ULS. Envirenmental Protection Agency.
JETNES Environmental Justices as:

“The fair treatment and meaningful

— nvolvement of all people regardless of race,
coler, national origin, or income with respect
1o the development, implementation, and
enfercement of environmental laws,
regulations, and policies.”
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SWhat issEpvironmental”
' ustices(cont d)?

®“F |r ireatment” means that no greup
Jr ol Id Pear a disproportionate share of

gatlve environmental consequences

~ “Meaningful Involvement” means that
those affected by an environmental decision
should be able to influence the outcome of

that decision.
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oIt Source AirPelittion
ISSienSsIn. Connecticut 2000

2000 Census Tracts Percen t Minority & Plants Emitting Criteria Air Pollutants
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‘Healthubisparities and™
ViGRmenit

YASthima is 50% higher in urban schools in
Q. P Wihien compared to rural schools

= Nationally Asthma deaths are 6 times
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:hlgher In Black males between the ages of
15 and 24

84% of lead poisoned children in CT are
Black or Latino

Cancer, Diabetes, Lupus, Depression,
ADHD, Low Birthweight, Sudden Death, etc.
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S Connecticut Coalition for

WieRmentalJustice

IEain 1998
@ |:if ford New: Haven and Fairfield County.
(Brie geport) Chapters

=1 >CEJ hElpS low-income communities and

:_;qmmmunltles of color become informed about and
SJRvelved in the decision-making processes that may
Impact their environment

Educates communities and promotes reduction of
pollution that affects health and climate change

_helps_communiti_es advocate fo_r ’_[he elimination of
discriminatory environmental policies

helps people respond to environmental concerns




anrEleeading Issues

COIbInedl Sewage System
SVlIEnNrains in Hartford, it floods
2 J'r"’c' not fleod water, it floods sewage

= oodlng OCcurs an average of 50 times per year
= ,:__:or more

= "Sewage backups into people’s basements,
hoemes, streets and into rivers and streams

e Potential for infectious diseases, fish Kills
e Example: Condo and surgical center flooding
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SVEIRAEW IEVIOUS SUITACES
SMEEdrand petioleum hydrocarbons in runoff

SNPRIernS of development lead to infilling of
= EdeIams (less dense housing, larger schools,
= :rlveways surface parking lots, contaminated
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= properties, fixed, antiquated infrastructure, etc.)

- ® School in floodplain at UHART threatens Albany
Ave. bridge; increase Park River flooding into
sewage system through broken CSO outflow




Sillsuan Contribution to Ukisan.

Flt)oding
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> Acel] g onto overtaxed Sewage system
Eieethan building new suburban sewage
pl 1ts

B creases sewage backups and overflows
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i ﬂlegal downspout and sump pump
~  connections to sewers

e System designed not to overflow until it
reaches Hartford
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IETFERVIrenmentall JUstcErISSUES™
\‘ev ' Jesandisepiiagesisibiouohitinfirem

IET: sewage plantsisevingranout 35 towns and
r states) to be burned n Hartfore

ftfiord bears the brunt of odors, accidental
s potential explosions of deadly chlorine
as planned releases, air pollution and air
Stoxins from handling sewage from other
;-. = communltles so that they don’t have to bear the
rIsks for their own wastes

s MDC Is tax exempt and pays no PILOT payments
Or host community benefits to Hartford
(although their billing structure does benefit
Hartford residents)
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ERVvironmentall Justice and”
aturaldpisasters

 liimicanes are increasing in frequency and
e SIy due to climate change

oﬂ lierHartford regional emergency response plan
st hurrcanes as the most likely disaster

_Environmental hazards are already being
concentrated In low-Income communities

When a disaster occurs, It iIs made worse
because loew-income people are more likely to be
exposed to pre-existing environmental hazards and
are least able to respond to protect themselves
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VIIDIC Long Jierm Control™Plan™
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- Will = ddress some of the envwonmental justice
(rrrerns

- \/\/;L separate the CSS Into separate storm and
SEitaly/ Sewer systems

= - Jayiincrease or decrease the amount of flooding
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— i the City (but without sewage)
== Viay leave the City with antiguated pipes to
maintain

e Will probably increase the runoff of petroleum
products into streams and rivers
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5 CCE__! 548-1133

9 W_\j}-é pEnvirenmental-justice.org

:_% ) ur pBackyard: A Quest for Environmental Justice.

— Vrsglllo G. and Whitelaw, D. (editors). Rowman and
. [ittlefield, publishers. 2003

Toxic Waste and Race at Twenty - United Church of
Christ 2007




