Connecticut State Animal Response Team

Return to: P. O. Box 987, Canton, CT 06019 or fax to: 860 693-9077 

For questions, contact: CTSART@ctvet.org   860- 690-9300


Dear prospective Connecticut State Animal Response Team (CTSART) volunteer,

CTSART is an amalgam of 5 developing  Regional (within Connecticut) Animal Response Teams (ART's) which match the Connecticut Department of Emergency Management & Homeland Security ("DEMHS") Preparedness Regions (see: http://www.ct.gov/demhs/cwp/view.asp?a=1903&q=295316&demhsNav=%7C ).

At this time the Region 3 ART has initial funding in place and initial training has occurred. Regions 1, 2, 4 and 5 are currently under development. Leaders exist for each Regional team and they are working on creating a functional program in each. In the meantime, Region 3 welcomes participation of those who reside in all 5 Regions.

At the federal government level, standards are under review which would dictate equipment and training requirements for various animal response teams, a process known as "resource typing" and "credentialing", respectively. We expect our teams to evolve as these standards change, and as we attain a credible response capability. Though disasters in Connecticut are thankfully few, in time we expect to be called upon through the existing Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) to respond out of state. The one thing we will never do, however, is self deploy. As a CTSART volunteer you will need to understand and sign our Code of Conduct which dictates a standard of behavior with which a CTSART team member must conduct themselves. Self deployment is explicitly prohibited. The incident command system will be our guidance and we will never usurp governmental authority in any way during a deployment. We strive only to be a valuable resource in the toolbox of an incident commander.

The two capabilities we are developing are companion animal evacuation sheltering, to co-locate companion animal evacuation shelters adjacent to human evacuation shelters, and a large animal response capability, particularly with respect to small and medium scale incidents. For large animals involved in large scale incidents, the emphasis must be on shelter-in-place capability through advance owner education, advance planning and individual responsibility. We have partnered with the Connecticut Horse Council in this effort and they are developing a statewide program called "Horse 911" to this end.

In summary I welcome your interest and encourage you to pursue your initial training. This self study training is available for free, on-line at www.training.fema.gov. After you register, the courses to pursue are: IS100, IS200, IS700, IS800, IS10 & IS11 (Animals in Disasters A & B). These will take you some time to complete. Please save your completion certificates and forward copies of them to me for your file. My address is below.

You can complete the CTSART registration form and the Code of Conduct now (both attached) and mail them to me. Once received I will create a file for you, add you to our database of volunteers and keep you advised of training opportunities and our progress from time-to-time. 

Thank you for your interest.

Very best regards,

Arnold L. Goldman DVM, MS

Executive Director, CT State Animal Response Team; Region 3 Animal Response Team Leader

Capitol Region Emergency Planning Committee  Chairman ESF 11 – Animal Protection

PO Box 987, Canton, CT 06019

860 693-9300
Personal Data Survey


Date Completed:_______________

	Basic Information

	Name

	Mailing Address

	City                                                         State                           Zip

	This address is      Home  (      Work  (       

	Home Phone                                                 Home Fax

	Cell Phone                                                    Pager

	Work Phone                                                  Work Fax

	Preferred Email Address

	Organizational Affiliations

Please ensure an Organization Resource Data Sheet is on file if your organization is willing to participate in animal emergency relief programs

	Primary Organization

	Position

	Work Phone                                                  Work Fax

	Work Email 

	Comments

	Secondary Organization

	Position

	Work Phone                                                  Work Fax

	Work Email 

	Comments


	 Qualifications and Experience

	Please list advanced degrees, special skills and training certifications:



	Please list relevant experience:

Please also attach additional information as needed and a description of your potential availability for extended or out-of-state deployment









