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Route 44 Strategic Corridor Plan
Route 44/Route 6/1-384 Interchange Assessment Summary*

The Route 44 Strategic Corridor Plan identified the roadway network at the termination of 1-384 near
Route 44, Route 6 and Notch Road as a safety issue. This complex set of merges and diverges lead to
driver confusion compounded with both high speed through traffic and slower speed local traffic.
Existing conditions require motorists entering from northbound Notch Road to merge with high speed
traffic from a complete stop and even cross one lane if they wish to access Route 44. The sight line from
this location to the approaching traffic is not adequate for the high speeds of oncoming vehicles; this
situation is exacerbated at night or in adverse weather conditions.

Earlier plans to continue I-384 easterly explain the high speed design of the terminus of the highway.
This continuation of 1-384 is no longer planned, creating an opportunity to reconfigure this interchange
to address traffic and safety operational issues as well as larger corridor and community issues.

Two preliminary reconfigurations were developed under the Route 44 Corridor Study to illustrate
possible improvements. These concepts take current topographical and environmental constraints into
consideration, but have not undergone detailed traffic operation, engineering, or impact analyses. Both
concepts include the following:

e Creation of a 4-lane, median-divided, limited access boulevard section

e Scaled down approaches to the boulevard section to slow speeds as vehicles enter the area

e Creation of an “Interchange Transition Zone” on I-384 beginning at Exit 5 by reducing the design
speed on |-384 through geometric changes to slow traffic as it approaches its connection with
Route 44 and Route 6

e Integration of a multimodal trail along the boulevard section

Concept A (see figure 1) directs 1-384 motorists seamlessly to Route 44. Notch Road no longer intersects
Route 44 and is instead terminated in a cul-de-sac. Notch Road Extension is extended with a bridge to
cross over the multi-use trail and connect to Route 6.

Concept B (see figure 2) reconfigures I-384 to terminate in a signalized T-intersection with the combined
Route 44 / Route 6 to the west and creates a second signalized T-intersection with the diverging Route
44 and Route 6 to the east. The Route 44 / Notch Road intersection remains in place limiting access to
right in and right out operations only.

A more comprehensive review of these concepts, along with the possible development and review of
additional alternatives for this interchange reconfiguration may be included in the Route 6 Corridor
Transportation Study.

" The opinions, findings, and preliminary concepts have not been formally discussed and do not necessarily reflect
the official views of the Town of Bolton, CRCOG or the Connecticut Department of Transportation.









